avowed enemy of poetry and poets. He held office till his
death in 968 (1561), save for two years during which he
had to retire in consequence of the popular feeling provoked
by the execution of Prince Mustafa. Rustem is the last Grand
Vezir who concerns us at present; Soqollu Muhammed, who
succeeded only two years before the death of Suleyman,
had no influence on the literary history of this reign.

The four earliest biographers of the poets flourished during
the reign of Suleyman the Great. The first of these is Sehi
Bey who died in 955 (1548); his book, which he called the
Eight Paradises,] gives the lives of the Turkish poets from
the foundation of the Empire to his own time. Sehi Bey
had been a friend of the poet Nejatf, along with whom he
had been in the service of Prince Mahmud, the son of
Bayezfd II, as Secretary of the Divan.

The second is Latiff2 of Qastamuni, to whose Tezkira
(or "Memoirs of the Poets") allusion has so often been made
in these pages. This important work was finished in 953
(1546), although the author did not die till some forty years
later. Like Sehi's Eight Paradises, it comprises the poets
who had flourished from the earliest times down to the date
of composition.

GAshiq Chelebi,3 whose personal name was Pfr Muhammed,
and whom Latiff and Qinali-zada describe as a native of
Brusa (but Riyazf, a later biographer, as of Rumelia) covers
much the same ground as Latffi, but carries the list of poets
a little further on. His work is of considerable value, especi-
ally when dealing with contemporary poets, many of whom

1  Hesht Bihisht. Mevlana Idrls, who died in 930 (1523), wrote in Persian
the  first  official  general  history   of the  Empire for Bayezfd under the same
title.   [Sehf's  work  is   extremely   rare, but there is a good copy amongst the
Author's MSS. See vol. n, p. i&, ED],

2  See vol. i, p. 139, n. 3.

3  Ibid., n. 4.